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House Resolution 52EX2
By: Representatives Channell of the 111", Murphy of the 18", Coleman of the 142", Royal
of the 164", Parrish of the 144™ and others

A RESOLUTION

Commending Jim Higdon; and for other purposes.

WHEREAS, Jim Higdon, Commissioner of the Department of Community Affairs, is leaving

state government after more than 30 years of dedicated public service; and

WHEREAS, a native of Greensboro, Georgia, he earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in

Journalism from the University of Georgia; and

WHEREAS, he began his illustrious career in state government in 1969, as a planner for the

Georgia Bureau of State Planning and community affairs; and

WHEREAS, Governor Jimmy Carter appointed him as Director of the Georgia State Crime
Commission in 1970, where he provided exceptional leadership with regard to a wide variety

of criminal justice planning and grant programs; and

WHEREAS, Governor George Busbee appointed him as Commissioner of the Department
of Community Affairs in 1980, and he worked tirelessly to develop a small, obscure agency
with approximately 100 employees into a respected agency with an annual operating budget
exceeding $100 million, employing more than 350 employees in the central office and 16
regional offices to deliver a wide array of financial and technical assistance programs with
a value exceeding $750 million annually in areas including community and economic
development, comprehensive planning, environmental planning, single and multi-family

housing, rural development, leadership development, and research; and

WHEREAS, as Commissioner of the Department of Community Affairs, he also serves as
executive director of the Georgia Housing and Finance Authority, which applies assets of
almost $1 billion and its AAA bond rating to help meet the housing needs of Georgia's low

and moderate income citizens; and
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WHEREAS, five Georgia governors have depended upon his acumen, expertise, and vision
for managing a diverse set of responsibilities and missions, developing innovative programs
and services, relating effectively with the General Assembly and key legislative leaders, and

working productively with city and county officials and urban and rural interests; and

WHEREAS, he is leaving state government to begin duties as Executive Director of the
Georgia Municipal Association, a nonprofit organization which provides legislative advocacy
and technical consulting services for education and employee benefits to more than 470 local

governments accounting for more than 90 percent of the state's municipal population; and

WHEREAS, his talents will be sorely missed by state leaders and the staff of the Department
of Community Affairs, but he will have further opportunities to work in concert with them

to serve the citizens of Georgia.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES that
the members of this body commend Jim Higdon for his distinguished career of public service

in state government and express sincere wishes for continued success in his new duties.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the House of Representatives is authorized

and directed to transmit an appropriate copy of this resolution to Jim Higdon.
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