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House Resolution 43EX2

By: Representatives Brooks of the 54th, Smyre of the 136th, Mobley of the 69th, Holmes of

the 53rd, Seay of the 93rd and others 

A RESOLUTION

Honoring Dr. Joseph E. Lowery and recognizing October 6, 2001, as Dr. Joseph Echols1

Lowery Day in the State of Georgia; and for other purposes.2

WHEREAS, Reverend Dr. Joseph E. Lowery is one of the State of Georgia´s most3

distinguished citizens, a nationally recognized preacher and a renowned civil rights leader;4

and5

WHEREAS, when Ebony magazine named him one of the nation´s 15 greatest black6

preachers, he was described as "the consummate voice of biblical social relevancy, a focused7

voice, speaking truth to power"; and8

WHEREAS, when the NAACP honored him at its 1997 convention, he was called the "dean9

of the civil rights movement"; and10

WHEREAS, as head of the Civic Affairs Association in Mobile, Alabama, he led the11

movement for the desegregation of buses and public accommodations; and12

WHEREAS, in 1957, he co-founded with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., the Southern Christian13

Leadership Conference (SCLC) and served as its president and chief executive officer from14

1977 to1998; and15

WHEREAS, he is a founder of the Black Leadership Forum, a consortium of major national16

advocacy organizations and is currently serving his third term as chairman of that17

organization; and18

WHEREAS, he was among the first five African Americans arrested at the South African19

Embassy in this nation´s capital in the Free South Africa movement; and20
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WHEREAS, Dr. Lowery led protests in Warren, North Carolina, against the dumping of1

toxic waste in poor communities, which led to the environmental justice movement; and2

WHEREAS, he served as pastor of Atlanta´s oldest predominately black United Methodist3

Congregation Central for 18 years, and, from 1986 to 1992, he was the esteemed leader of4

the Cascade United Methodist Church; and5

WHEREAS, as convener of the Georgia Coalition for the Peoples´ Agenda, he is a strong6

force for election reform, criminal justice system reform, and government reform; and7

WHEREAS, he is the loving husband of Evelyn Gibson Lowery, an activist in her own right8

and founder of SCLC/WOMEN, and the proud father of five children; and9

WHEREAS, on October 6, 2001, Dr. Lowery will celebrate his 80th birthday.10

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES that11

the  members of this body honor Reverend Dr. Joseph E. Lowery for a lifetime of inestimable12

service to mankind and happily declare the occasion of his 80th birthday, October 6, 2001,13

to be Joseph Echols Lowery Day in the State of Georgia.14

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the House of Representatives is authorized15

and directed to transmit an appropriate copy of this resolution to Dr. Joseph E. Lowery.16


