10
11

12
13
14

15
16
17

18
19
20

01 LC 195192

House Resolution 8EX2
By: Representatives Mobley of the 69", Brooks of the 54", Turnquest of the 73", Mangham
of the 75" and Holmes of the 53"

A RESOLUTION

Commemorating the life and celebrating the music of Fela Anikulapo-Kuti; and for other

purposes.

WHEREAS, Fela Anikulapo-Kuti was a Nigerian musician of legendary appeal whose music

continues to inspire and influence around the world; and

WHEREAS, Fela, as he was known by fans worldwide, was born on October 15, 1938, in
Abeokuta, Nigeria; and

WHEREAS, he studied at Trinity College of Music in Oxford, England, from 1959 to 1962;

and

WHEREAS, while living in the United States and in Ghana, he began developing an interest
in human and civil rights and in politics, which deeply affected the development of his

music; and

WHEREAS, in 1963, he returned to Nigeria and formed the Koola Lobitos Band playing a
fusion of jazz and "hi life," and at the same time established himself as an outspoken

opponent of Nigeria's military leaders; and

WHEREAS, as his social consciousness grew, his music evolved and eventually came to
truly reflect the life and culture of his people in a unique style known as Afrobeat, of which

he was the king; and

WHEREAS, Koola Lobitos metamorphosed into Nigeria '70, later Africa 70, and finally
Egypt '80 and became Fela’s medium for preaching African emancipation and lampooning

the military rulers; and
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WHEREAS, Fela recorded more than 50 albums including many international mega-hits,
suchasthe classic "Lady," "Shakara," "Upside-Down," "Coffin for Head of State," "Teacher,
Don’t Teach Me No Nonsense," "Vagabond," "No Agreement,” "Yellow Fever," and

"Zombie"; and

WHEREAS, his music set a whole generation ablaze and his mythic personal appeal helped

to spread African pop music around the world; and

WHEREAS, Fela’s courageous, anti-military stance and the suffering he endured because
of it, including his mother”s death and his own imprisonment, lifted him to heroic stature in

the eyes of the people of Nigeria and indelibly etched his memory in their hearts; and
WHEREAS, the charismatic Fela died on August 2,1997 at the age of 58 years.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE ITRESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES that

this body commemorates the extraordinary life of Fela Anikulapo-Kuti and celebrates his

creative contributions to music.
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