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House Resolution 12EX1

By: Representatives Mosley of the 171st and Byrd of the 170th 

A RESOLUTION

Commending the Backwoods Bunch Wayne County 4H/Jaycee BB Rifle Team for1

2000-2001; and for other purposes. 2

WHEREAS, the Backwoods Bunch Wayne County 4H/Jaycee BB Rifle Team originated in3

1984, and has an illustrious history, capturing all three state BB championships in Georgia4

for 1985, earning a rank among the top ten in the nation three times, ranking fourth at the5

Daisy-Jaycee International BB Gun Match for two years, placing third or better at Jaycee6

State Championships every year, and winning recognition for excellence for many7

individuals, including Katherine Tyre, Daisy-Jaycee International Champion in 1994, and8

Eddie Harper, USA Shooting’s Program Coach of the Year; and9

WHEREAS, in its 17 years, the Backwoods Bunch has touched the lives of hundreds of10

young people, always giving a child that might take longer to improve just as much11

competition and attention as the top shooters; and 12

WHEREAS, Eddie and Judy Harper were enthusiastic, exemplary coaches for the13

Backwoods Bunch for more than 15 years, encouraging each team member to do his or her14

very best, to be satisfied with what that best might be for the moment, then strive to improve15

it; and  16

WHEREAS, tragedy and mortality confronted the Backwoods Bunch in 2000, when beloved17

coach Eddie Harper unexpectedly died, and coach Judy Harper was diagnosed with cancer18

two months later; and  19

WHEREAS, the Backwoods Bunch and their stalwart coach Judy Harper, along with former20

member Chris Strickland, also valuable as coach, showed their mettle, winning the 4H State21

Match and the Jaycee State Match in 2000, and placing fourth at the International Match; and22
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WHEREAS, the 2001 Backwoods Bunch are Georgia Jaycee State Champions, and placed1

second at the 4H State Match by a very narrow margin; and2

WHEREAS, the members of this remarkable and straight-shooting team are Kelly Boyette,3

Jonathon Goodson, Melanie Hollingsworth, Ben Roberson, Stephen Stewart, Marie Willsey,4

and Sarah Willsey.5

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 6

that the members of this body commend and congratulate the members and coaches of the7

Backwoods Bunch Wayne County 4H/Jaycee BB Rifle Team for 2000-2001 for their superb8

shooting and their laudable fortitude and perseverance in the face of bereavement and9

catastrophic illness. 10

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the House of Representatives is authorized11

and directed to transmit an appropriate copy of this resolution to the Backwoods Bunch12

Wayne County 4H/Jaycee BB Rifle Team for 2000-2001. 13


