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House Bill 1740
By: Representative Bunn of the 74"

A BILL TO BEENTITLED
AN ACT

To amend Article 2 of Chapter 2 of Title 40 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated,
relating to registration and licensing of motor vehicles generally, so as to change certain
provisions relating to registration and license requirements, extension of registration period,
and penalties; to change certain provisions relating to five-year and annual license plates,
design, and revalidation and county decals; to amend Part 2 of Article 10 of Chapter 5 of
Title 48 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to ad valorem taxation of motor
vehicles, so as to change certain provisions relating to returns for taxation and application
for and issuance of license plates upon payment of taxes due; to change certain provisions
relating to application for registration and purchase of license plate constituting return and
form of application; to provide an effective date; to repeal conflicting laws; and for other

purposes.

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF GEORGIA:

SECTION 1.
Acrticle 2 of Chapter 2 of Title 40 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated, relating to
registration and licensing of motor vehicles generally, is amended by striking subparagraph
(@)(2)(A) of Code Section 40-2-20, relating to registration and license requirements,
extension of registration period, and penalties, and inserting in lieu thereof the following:
"(@)(1)(A) Except as provided in subsection (b) of this Code section, every owner of
a motor vehicle, including a tractor or motorcycle, and every owner of a trailer shall,
during the owner’s registration period tr-each-yeafr, register such vehicle as provided
in this chapter and obtain a license to operate it for the 2 24 month period until such

person’s Aext second subsequent registration period.”
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SECTION 2.

Said article is further amended by striking subsection (b) of Code Section 40-2-31, relating

to five-year and annual license plates, design, and revalidation and county decals, and

inserting in lieu thereof the following:
"(b) Such license plates shall be of metal at least six inches wide and not less than 12
inches in length and shall show in bold characters the year of registration, the serial
number, and either the full name or the abbreviation of the name of the state, shall
designate the county from which the license plate was issued, and shall show such other
distinctive markings as in the judgment of the commissioner may be deemed advisable, so
as to indicate the class of weight of the vehicle for which the license plate was issued. Such
plates may also bear such figures, characters, letters, or combinations thereof as in the
judgment of the commissioner will to the best advantage advertise, popularize, and
otherwise promote Georgia as the "Peach State." The metal shall be of such strength and
quality that the plate shall provide a minimum service period of five years. Every five-years
sixth year after 2002 a new metal license plate shall be provided by the commissioner for
issuance. Metal license plates issued on or after January 1, 99+ 2002, shall be used for a

period of five six years.”

SECTION 3.
Part 2 of Article 10 of Chapter 5 of Title 48 of the Official Code of Georgia Annotated,
relating to ad valorem taxation of motor vehicles, is amended by striking paragraph (1) of
subsection (a) of Code Section 48-5-473, relating to returns for taxation and application for
and issuance of license plates upon payment of taxes due, and inserting in lieu thereof the
following:
"(a)(1) Except as provided in paragraph (2) of this subsection, every owner of a motor

vehicle subject to taxation under this article shall be required to return the motor vehicle

for taxation and pay the taxes due on the motor vehicle atthe-time-the-owner-apphesor
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gHeenseplatefor-the-moter-vehicte during the owner’s registration period each year,

without regard to whether the owner is required to register such vehicle in that calendar

year.”

SECTION 4.
Said part is further amended by striking Code Section 48-5-474, relating to application for
registration and purchase of license plate constituting return and form of application, and

inserting in lieu thereof the following:
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"48-5-474.

(a) The application for registration of a motor vehicle and for the purchase of a license
plate for the motor vehicle shall constitute the return of that motor vehicle for ad valorem
taxation but only if ad valorem taxes are due at the time of registration.

(b) The state revenue commissioner shall prescribe a form for return of a motor vehicle for

ad valorem taxation for use in those years in which renewal of the registration of a motor

vehicle is not required under Code Section 40-2-20.

(c) The state revenue commissioner and the commissioner of motor vehicle safety are
directed to jointly prescribe a form for the application for registration which shall provide
the information needed by the tax commissioner or tax collector in determining the amount

of taxes due under this article.”

SECTION 5.

This Act shall become effective on January 1, 2003.

SECTION 6.

All laws and parts of laws in conflict with this Act are repealed.
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