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House Resolution 1053

By: Representatives Coan of the 82nd, Rice of the 79th, Westmoreland of the 104th, Mills of

the 21st, Ehrhart of the 36th and others 

A RESOLUTION

Recognizing and commending The Christian Index; and for other purposes.1

WHEREAS, The Christian Index is the official newspaper and major source of information2

and inspiration for Georgia Baptists as they seek to celebrate their common heritage,3

maintain their sense of community, and expand their cooperative ministry; and4

WHEREAS, it is recognized as the oldest religious newspaper in the nation and was first5

printed February 2, 1822, in Washington, DC, where it was known as The Columbian Star,6

was founded by Luther Rice, a legendary Baptist statesman, and encouraged national support7

for early mission endeavors and promoted Columbian College now George Washington8

University; and9

WHEREAS, in 1833, Jesse Mercer purchased the newspaper and moved the headquarters to10

Georgia and since then ownership has changed several times before the paper became the11

official publication of the Georgia Baptist Convention with publishing offices in Washington,12

Penfield, Macon, and Atlanta; and13

WHEREAS, today the headquarters are located at Pinebloom on Ponce de Leon Avenue in14

the historic Druid Hills neighborhood of Atlanta and is a leader among other Southern15

Baptist state newspapers and an influential voice for Christian morality.16

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES that17

the members of this body recognize and commend The Christian Index, the Georgia Baptist18

journal of news and reflection, and congratulates it on its significant 200 year history.19

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Clerk of the House of Representatives is authorized20

and directed to transmit an appropriate copy of this resolution to The Christian Index.21


